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Prayer In Practice by Elissa Ikeda

How should prayer affect us?  We should be moved with a vision for
Christ.  Elissa shares her passion for the poor and oppressed, as a
result of prayer.

Fall 2005

Daily Prayer by J. Christy Wilson, Jr

J. Christy Wilson lived a strong prayer life and consistently interceded
for others on a daily basis.  His wife shares with us a prayer from
his personal prayer journal.

world.  A great challenge that I
have felt over the last couple
years is to be personally and
regularly involved in reaching out
to poor people here in Los
Angeles and in the world.  I am
inspired by those of you who
served Thanksgiving dinner at
the Union Rescue Mission,
Pastor Chang and others who
minister to people in
convalescent homes, and the
team that is going to help clean
up the mess that was left by the
hurricanes.  I want to add my
hands to the work…Please pray
that next quarter, I can find a way
to volunteer with Eric.  I want him
to learn alongside me.

Any generosity on our
part is simply a response to the
infinite generosity that Jesus has
showered upon us:  “For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sakes he became

poor, so that you through is
poverty might become rich.” (2
Cor 8:9) What a model to follow!
I love the song that Andy ended
the service with on Sunday,
November 20.

God of Justice, Saviour to all
Came to rescue the weak and the poor
Chose to serve and not be served

Jesus, You have called us
Freely we’ve received
Now freely we will give

We must go live to feed the hungry
Stand beside the broken
We must go
Stepping forward
Keep us from just singing
Move us into action
We must go

God of Justice.
Tim Hughes. 2005.

Praying Together by Rev. Soon Chung

We are called as a church to pray.  What is the purpose and power
behind prayer?  Pastor Soon reveals how praying according to His
will can being abundant blessings.

Vital Intercession by Oswald Chambers

Vital intercession begins with identification with God.  Oswald Chambers
cautions against allowing sympathy for others to interfere with our
connection with God.
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Prayer in Practice, cont.



Western colonialism.  He goes
on to elaborate some of the
sources of structural injustice
today related to market
economies, international trade,
and the international debt crisis,
etc.  This section really helped
me to understand the factors
that lead to poverty.

In his sermon, Pastor
Soon emphasized the importance
of giving wisely.  I found a lot of
helpful information and
suggestions in Sider’s book. He
modestly presents practical
wisdom about giving locally and
globally.  Moreover, he opened
my eyes to ways that I can be
involved in making the world more
fair.  For example, he alerted me
to an organization called “Bread
for the World.”  (www.bread.org).
 Bread for the World is a
Christian organization that
lobbies the US government to
enact legislation and budgets that
will end hunger in the U.S. and
around the world.  As a member,
I’m kept up to date about
legislation that is being proposed
and debated in Washington, D.C.
 I write letters to my
representative, Senator, and the
President urging them to take
specific action.  It may not seem
like much, but Bread for the
World has helped to win more
than $4 billion dollars to fight
hunger, HIV/AIDS, TB, and
malaria in the last year alone.
Another exciting thing that I
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learned about was revolving
micro-loans.  Micro-loans are
small loans that help a family set
up a small business (like a
roadside food-cart).  These types
of programs seem to
work well in many
places in the world,
because they create
jobs and help a family
escape the cycle of
hunger and poverty.
 The loan is revolving,
because once one
person is helped and
pays back the loan, my
initial gift will go toward
helping another family. So my gift
keeps on multiplying itself.  One
such organization is Freedom
from Hunger
(www.freefromhunger.org).  A
recent article in Mission
Frontiers about AIDS in Africa
(Schwartz, Nov-Dec 2005) also
recommends revolving loans as
a wise way for outsiders to help.

As I feel God calling me
to be more deliberate about how
I use my money, I’ve been
encouraged to see your heart of
generosity at UP.  I know that
many of you sponsor children
through Compassion
International and World Vision. I
have been amazed by the offering
that UP sent after the tsunami,
the special Thanksgiving offering
of over $6,000, and the 93
Christmas shoeboxes that were
prepared for children around the
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Dear Lord, I pray for

The power of Your Holy Spirit in witnessing

The utterance of Your Holy Spirit in speaking

The wisdom of Your Holy Spirit in researching

The unction of Your Holy Spirit in preaching

The graciousness of Your Holy Spirit in relating

The intercession of Your Holy Spirit in praying

The direction (guidance) of Your Holy Spirit in deciding

The understanding of Your Holy Spirit in studying

The understanding of Your Holy Spirit in reading

The protection of Your Holy Spirit in living

The knowledge of Your Holy Spirit in teaching

The vision of Your Holy Spirit in strategizing

The love of Your Holy Spirit in serving

The remembrance of Your Holy Spirit in fulfilling

The efficiency of Your Holy Spirit in working

Daily Prayer

Dr. J. Christy Wilson, Jr. was a
professor at Gordon Conwell
University.  He was known for his
passion for misisons and desire to
see new churches planted in
remaining unreached peoples.  This
prayer was given by his wife from his
personal prayer journal.

Any generosity on
our part is simply a

response to the
infinite generosity

that Jesus has
showered upon us



the Goats (Matthew 25:31-46)
has been ringing in my ears,
challenging me to live out my faith
by being generous to the poor
who live in my city and across
the ocean.  Prayer made
complete in responsive action.

Pastor Soon’s recent
sermons—based on
Deuteronomy and New
Testament passages—
have served as poignant
reminders of God’s
invitation and command
to live simply and give
generously.  As his
sermons percolate
through your mind, I want
to share with you some of
the opportunities that I’ve
learned about over the
years.  Pastor Soon was
preaching from 2
Corinthians 8 and 9 in
which Paul urges the
Corinthian church to excel
in the grace of giving.  He praises
their eagerness to give money
to help people who were starving
in a famine in Jerusalem. In
particular, he wants their “eager
willingness to be matched by
completion of it.”  As I heard
Pastor Soon’s sermon, I felt the
Holy Spirit is asking the same of
me and all of us at UP, that our
eagerness would be matched by
follow-through.

First, I want to
recommend a book that Andy

brought home from his ethics
class at seminary: “Rich
Christians in an Age of Hunger:
Moving from Affluence to
Generosity” by Ronald J. Sider.
You may be saying, “Rich
Christians?  I’m a poor student!”
But really, as Pastor Soon
mentioned on Sunday November
20, we are part of an exceedingly

affluent minority.
Relative to the people
around us who drive
H2s and party at the
W, we might not think
that we are affluent,
but the facts that we
have a college
education, live in Los
Angeles, and have
regular food, energy,
and water locate all of
us in the affluent
minority, globally
speaking. This book is
not about feeling guilty.
 The book offers a

biblical perspective on money and
justice, and I thought that the
approach was very balanced and
positive.  It provided answers to
a lot of questions that I’ve been
asking over the years.

One of the issues that
Pastor Soon didn’t have a chance
to talk a lot about is the causes
of poverty.  Sider discusses many
complex causes of poverty such
as sinful personal choices,
unbiblical worldviews, disasters,
lack of technology, great
inequalities of power, and
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However, prayer is also
when we can receive from God.
It is a time when we can receive
all the good things that God has
in store for us every day. It's like
sitting down at a table that God
has prepared.  He tells us, “I have
everything you need today - all
the grace, all the wisdom, all the
provision that you need.  Just sit
down at the table and eat. Don't
be so busy and rushed and try
to live without me.”
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In this issue of One
Purpose, we want to focus on
the topic of prayer.  Prayer is an
opportunity to give and receive
from God.  We give by conversing
with God and opening our hearts
to Him. It is a time when we can
participate with God by seeing
His will fulfilled in our lives.  When
we pray, we ask for the power of
God.  We release His power in
our life as well as others as God
heals, encourages, provides, and
changes lives.

Rev. Soon Chung is the senior
pastor at University Presbyterian
Church.  If not tending to his
business then he’s always
spending time with his kids. Not
to mention he loves cheering on
the Bruins and feeding people.

Fall 2005

praying
together
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Since my first year of
undergrad, God has been
speaking to my heart about
social justice and his concern
for the poor.  I think some of
that began with Intervarsity’s
emphasis on these areas, but
mostly it was through my
devotional bible reading and
prayer that I felt a deep
conviction.  I was reading the
Bible through from the
beginning, and as I read the
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first books of the Bible,
especially Deuteronomy, I was
amazed at how frequently God
expressed his desire that his
people would care for the poor
and oppressed.  The Minor
Prophets (Hosea-Malachi),
Psalms and the gospels
showed me that one of the
major criteria of God’s
judgment is the measure of my
mercy for the poor.  For years,
the parable of the Sheep and

Elissa Ikeda is working on her Ph.D.
in Applied Linguistics and enjoys
cooking

Prayer is not selfish, but
an exercise in asking God to do
things according to His will.
We know the Lord will hear us.
One of the things we have to
check is whether we are
praying in the spirit and will of
God as mandated by the
Scriptures. To pray for another
individual’s harm or to ask for
selfish gain is not the will of God.
We're suppose to pray
according to His will. When we
do, we don't have to wonder,
“Will God hear this? I wonder
if He agrees with what I'm
asking?”  We must pray
according to God's will as
revealed in Scripture.

There are times
when we pray and God
does not answer right
away.  When this happens,
we need to pray for insight
and discernment and
spiritual understanding.
One of the things we have
to remember is that when
you pray, you don't
automatically get an
answer in the time frame you
expect. The hardest thing about
the prayer of faith is waiting.
David Wilkerson once said, “The
hardest part of faith is the last
half hour.”

In other words, you're
praying and waiting and God
says, “Now wait.” That's why
David says in Psalms, “Wait,
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my soul, upon the Lord.” Don't
get discouraged. Don't give up
because it hasn't come in your
time. Many times in my life God
has answered later than I had
wanted.  But when He
answered, I saw the wisdom in
what He accomplished in the
meantime. God does all things
well. We need to be consistent
in our prayers and ask God for
understanding.

Prayer is effective when
we use it correctly. We should
not pray with the spirit of anger,

resentment or
unforgiveness
towards another
person.  The whole
philosophy of prayer,
the approach to the
throne of grace, is
acknowledging as
sinful as I am, I'm only
here and can pray in
Jesus' name because
God has been so
merciful. Prayer
reaches God's ear
when it comes from

a sincere heart, wanting to walk
in the light and looking faithfully
to God.

We, as a church, are
called by God to pray.  In Acts
4, when Peter and John were
released in the first persecution
of the church, the first thing
they did was pray. Paul says in
1 Timothy, “First of all, then, I

Praying Together, cont.
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[pray

according
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have to
wonder
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want men and women in the
church to pray.” Prayer is no
longer our “first of all” priority. I
think we've pushed teaching,
music and worship to a place that

it doesn't hold
up to Scripture.
Not that those
things are
unimportant,
but we've lost
the element of
prayer. In other
words, what I
am encouraging
us to do is to
start praying
together

corporately as a community of
faith.  We need to exercise the
power of prayer and see what
God can do when we pray.

I know that if we pray
according to God’s will, God brings
about great and mighty works.  I
pray that as a church, we can
see God bring the unsaved to
Him, release the sick and
demonized, and set the captives
free.  When we pray as God has
instructed us, we can see that
happen.  As we approach the
New Year, I hope that we can be
a prayerful church participating
in God’s work - a place where
people can see transformation
in their lives and where individuals
see themselves doing things for
God that they never imagined.  It
all starts with prayer.  When we
pray, God can work.  About ten
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years ago, I remember a high
school student who collapsed
while playing basketball.  They
discovered that the person had
cancer all over his body. Out of
desperation, the family asked the
church for prayer.  The whole
church held a day of prayer, and
people asked for a miracle.  That
one day of prayer continued for
two weeks.  During this two-week
period, the cancer went into
remission and he got better.
After two months, the student
was completely healed of cancer
and the doctors were
dumbfounded. It was through
prayer that this was possible, and
the neat thing about this was
that the whole family became
Christians because of prayer.
When we pray, God can do things
far beyond our imagination.  So
let’s pray together as a
community.
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Top Right.  What do Mario,
Princess Peach, an indian and an
angel have in common?
Halloween Party!

Top Left.  Tale Me Out To The
Ballgame!  Stan looks to steal
bases at the UP Softball Game!

Middle left.  FREE food!  UP
ministers to UCLA by giving away
from Korean food!

Middle Right.  Chaos as usual at
UP’s annual Broomball Night!

Bottom.  UP kids oureaching to
the UCLA community through
body worship.

Will God
hear this? I
wonder if
he agrees
with what
I’m asking
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Top.  Japan Missions Team 2005.
Besides rafting, the team enjoyed
encouraging church members
and sharing the Good News with
the Japanese people.

Bottom.  UPers rocking out at the
Shane & Shane and David
Crowder concert.
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“praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit”
(Ephesians 6:18)

As we continue on in our intercession for others, we may
find that our obedience to God in interceding is going to cost
those for whom we intercede more than we ever thought. The
danger in this is that we begin to intercede in sympathy with
those whom God was gradually lifting up to a totally different
level in direct answer to our prayers. Whenever we step back
from our close identification with God’s interest and concern
for others and step into having emotional sympathy with them,
the vital connection with God is gone. We have then put our
sympathy and concern for them in the way, and this is a
deliberate rebuke to God.

It is impossible for us to have living and vital intercession
unless we are perfectly and completely sure of God. And the
greatest destroyer of that confident relationship to God, so
necessary for intercession, is our own personal sympathy and
preconceived bias. Identification with God is the key to
intercession, and whenever we stop being identified with Him
it is because of our sympathy with others, not because of sin.
It is not likely that sin will interfere with our intercessory
relationship with God, but sympathy will. It is sympathy with
ourselves or with others that makes us say, “I will not allow
that thing to happen.” And instantly we are out of that vital
connection with God.

Vital intercession leaves you with neither the time nor the
inclination to pray for your own “sad and pitiful self.” You do not
have to struggle to keep thoughts of yourself out, because they
are not even there to be kept out of your thinking. You are
completely and entirely identified with God’s interests and
concerns in other lives. God gives us discernment in the lives
of others to call us to intercession for them, never so that we
may find fault with them.

Oswald Chambers began a bible
college and was chaplain to World
War I troops.  His wife transcribed
his lectures into the compilation known
as “My Utmost for His Highest”

Vital Intercession
by Oswald Chambers


